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• Rains have eased in recent weeks in southern Africa providing some relief to flooded areas in the Zambezi-Shire River 
Basins, as well as in nearby portions of Mozambique.  Flood affected countries included: Angola, Namibia, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique. While decreased precipitation has allowed for some flood relief, it has led to short-term 
dryness in southern Mozambique and southern Malawi. 

 
• Tropical Cyclone Ivan made landfall in Madagascar during the last week. Rainfall totals in some locations along the central 

east coast and in mountainous regions exceeded 250 mm.  There have been nearly 30 deaths reported, and damage is 
widespread. 

1)  Reduced crop yields, poor pasture, and insufficient 
water resources in Kenya and nearby portions of Tanzania 
are a result of failed October – December rains.  
 
2) In the Somali region of Ethiopia and neighboring areas of 
Somalia poor pasture conditions and limited water availability 
exacerbate the negative impacts of the ongoing dry season 
(January to April) on pastoral and agro-pastoral populations.  
In southern Somalia, low rainfall totals during the October to 
December short rains resulted in below-normal cereal 
production.  
 
3) Above-normal rainfall for much of this season has caused 
flooding in parts of southern Africa.  However, flooding 
conditions are improving in the region as rainfall has eased 
recently.  For areas upstream of the Zambezi, localized floods 
destroyed crops in the Magoe and Zumbo districts but with 
limited impacts. 
 
4) Cyclone Ivan brought high winds and heavy rainfall to a 
large portion of Madagascar.  Damage is widespread, and 
clean-up activities are taking place now.  The eastern coast of 
Madagascar received most of the flooding. 
 
5) A decrease in rainfall in the last few weeks has lead to 
some dryness in interior southern Mozambique.  Although, 
this area is generally dry, the decrease in rainfall throughout 
the region in recent weeks has led to some short-term 
dryness and losses of a maize crop for the small percentage 
of maize crops planted in mid-December.  
 
6) Continuous heavy rains in mid-February followed by 
moderate rains in recent days have led to flooding in the 
Cunene province of southern Angola. 


